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Neath  Rural  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Neath  Rural  District  Council. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Orchard  Chambers, 
NEATH, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regul- 
ations, 1935,  I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December 

1938.  The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 

Health  as  laid  down  in  Circular  1728  (Wales). 

The  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  your  district  remain  at  practically  the  same  level  as 

that  of  previous  years.  The  StiU-birth  rate  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  8 years.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  still  remains  high,  being  the  fifth  highest  in  the  County  of 

Glamorgan. 

There  was  one  death  from  puerperal  sepsis  during  the  year  and  two  deaths  from 

other  puerperal  causes. 

Housing  Conditions  have  improved  throughout  the  area,  the  number  of  houses  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Schemes  and  by  Private  Enterprise  amounted 

to  289,  but  it  must  be  stated  that  many  more  houses  are  required  to  satisfy  the  need 

of  the  district. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Accountant  and  Engineer  of  the  Council  for  the  information 

supplied  me  for  the  purpose  of  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  GRIFFITHS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

{a)  Area. — The  acreage  of  the  Rural  District  (including  land  and  inland  water)  is  52,039  acres 
and  for  reference  purposes  the  acreage  of  the  fourteen  parishes  which  constitute  the  area  are  given  below  : 


Baglan  Higher 

Blaengwrach 

Blaenhonddan 

Cl5Tie 

Coedffranc 

Dyffr3m  Clydach 

Dulais  Higher 


1,718  acres  Dulais  Lower 5,227  acres. 

2,869  acres  Michaelstone  Higher  2,410  acres 

3,466  acres  Neath  Higher  6,870  acres 

2,195  acres  Neath  Lower  2,101  acres 

3,826  acres  Resolven  4,672  acres 

1,725  acres  Rhigos  5,583  acres 

6,261  acres  Tonna  3,116  acres 


{b)  Population. — The  Census  Population  of  1931  is  39,783.  The  number  of  males  and 
females  is  20,855  and  1 8,928  respectively. 

The  estimated  resident  population  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and  is  given  as  40,320. 
and  therefore  the  calculations  in  respect  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  are  based  upon  this  figure. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Census  Population  since  1891. 


Census  1891  

„ 1901  

„ 1911  

„ 1921  

„ 1931  

Estimated  Resident  Population 

)>  ft  tt 

tt  tt  tt 


tt  tt  t 

(c)  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938  according  to  Rate  Books) 

{d)  Number  of  Private  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census,  1931) 

{e)  Rateable  Value  and  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate: — 

(1)  Total^teable  Value 

(2) -'  Produce  of  a Penny  Rate — General  Rate  Purposes 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


24,397 

28,282 

41,613 

48,219 

39,783  t 

40,180 

40,550  „ 

40,500 

40,450 

40,200 

40,100 

40,320 

9,954 

9.447 


£135,945.  0.  0. 
£479.  7.  6. 
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(/)  Social  Conditions,  including  Chief  Industries  in  Area,  and  the  extent  of  unemployment. 

The  conditions  relating  to  the  area  have  been  commented  upon  in  previous  years 
and  very  little  can  be  added  to  what  has  already  been  said.  Two  new  pithead  baths 

were  in  course  of  erection,  during  the  year,  one  at  the  Cwmgwrach  and  Empire  Collieries, 
and  the  other  at  the  Aberpergwm  Colliery,  and  were  officially  opened  during  the  early 
part  of  1939. 

With  regard  to  unemployment  there  was  very  little  change  during  the  year  to  that 
of  previous  years  except  in  the  Parish  of  Coedffranc  where  the  number  was  slightly  re- 
duced due  to  men  being  able  to  obtain  occasional  work  outside  the  district.  The 
unemployment  figures  for  the  districts  of  Glynneath  and  Resolven  remained  fairly  low. 


(g)  Extracts  from  vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total.  M. 


LIVE  \ Legitimate  621  310 

BIRTHS)  Illegitimate  22  13 

STILL-  \ Legitimate  30  20 

BIRTHS  J Illegitimate  0 0 

DEATHS  453  253 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Total  


F. 


311 

9 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population .... 

. 15.9 

10 

0 

Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(Live  and  Still-births)  births  ..... 

. 44.5 

200 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population .... 

11.2 

Rate  per  1,000  Total 
Deaths  [Live  & Still)  Births 

1 1.48 

2 2.97 

3 4.45 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  70 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  99 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 70 


Total. 

Deaths  from  Meales  all  ages 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (aU  ages)  55 


Males. 

1 

0 

0 

35 


Females. 

0 

1 

1 

20 
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Age  Distribution  of  Cancer  Deaths. 


% 


Males.  Females. 


3 0 

3 2 

4 6 

12  3 

13  9 

Total  35  20 

Births — The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  is  as  1,000  to  990. 


The  number  of  Births  and  the 
are  shown  in  the  following  Table 

Birth-rate  (since  1921) 

for  the  Neath  Rural  District  Area 

Year. 

Births. 

Birth-rate. 

1921 

1,373 

28.5 

1922 

1.025 

24.2 

1923 

953 

24.6 

1924 

903 

22.7 

1925 

907 

22.6 

1926 

883 

21.7 

1927 

729 

17.8 

1928 

711 

17.0 

1929 

695 

16.5 

1930 

687 

16.3 

1931 

668 

16.6 

1932 

666 

16.6 

1933 

636 

15.7 

1934 

710 

17.5 

1935 

624 

15.4 

1936 

641 

15.9 

1937 

643 

16.0 

1938 

643 

15.9 

Still-births — The  number  of 
Rural  District  are  shown  in  the 

StiU-births  and  Still-birth  rate  since  1934  for  the  Neath 
following  table  : — 

Year. 

Still-births. 

Still-birth  Rate. 

1934 

49 

64.5 

1935 

39 

58.8 

1936 

34 

50.4 

1937 

38 

55.8 

1938 

30 

44.5 

Age  Distribution. 
25-35  years 
35-45  „ 

45-55  .. 

55-65  „ 

65  and  upwards .. 
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Comparison  of  Birth-rates  with  Rates  for  Country  generally. 

Per  1,000  total 
Population. 

England  and  Wales  15.1 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  including  London  15.5 

148  Smaller  Towns  (estimated  Resident  Population,  25,000  to  50,000  at  Census,  1931)  15.0 
London  Administrative  County  15.4 

Neath  Rural  District  15.9 


Deaths. — The  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1938  amounted  to  453. 
Out  of  this  total  253  were  males  and  200  females.  The  deaths  correspond  to  a death-rate  of  11.2  per 
1 ,000,  as  compared  with  11.6  per  1 ,000,  the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period. 

The  number  of  deaths,  as  well  as  the  percentage  at  different  age  periods,  are  given  below. 


Age  Period. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Percentage. 

0 — 1 year  

45 

9.9 

1 — 2 years 

3 

0 66 

'1  5 years 

6 

1.3 

5 — 15  years 

10 

0.2 

15 — 25  years 

20 

4.4 

25 — 45  years. 

56 

12.3 

45 — 65  years 

122 

26.9 

65  years  and  upwards 

191 

42.1 

The  District  Coroner  held  inquests  on  64  deaths,  i.e.,  14. 1 % of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  following  Table  gives  a classification  of  the  causes  of  death  as  recorded 
by  the  Registrar  General: — 

Causes  of  Death  Males.  Females.  Total. 


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers.  

0 

0 

0 

2 Measles  

1 

0 

1 

3 Scarlet  Fever  

2 

0 

2 

4 Whooping  Cough  

0 

1 

1 

5 Diphtheria  

0 

3 

3 

6 Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica  

0 

0 

0 

8 Cerebo-spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

12 

12 

24 

10  Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  

2 

3 

5 

11  Syphilis  

0 

0 

0 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

0 

0 

0 

13  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

35 

20 

55 

14  Diabetes  

1 

5 

6 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

15 

15 

30 

16  Heart  Disease  ..... 

56  • 

33 

89 

17  Aneurysm  

0 

0 

0 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

..  6 

12 

18 

19 

Bronchitis 

8 

18 

26 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

7 

22 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

6 

1 

7 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer  

3 

0 

3 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  (under  2 years) 

0 

1 

1 

24 

Appendicitis  

4 

0 

4 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  etc.. 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc.. 

1 

0 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

7 

5 

12 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

12 

20 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

1 

1 

30 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

0 

2 

2 

31 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformation,  etc.. 

, 14 

13 

27 

32 

Senility 

6 

7 

13 

33 

Suicide  

0 

1 

1 

34 

Other  Violence  

. 30 

11 

41 

35 

Other  defined  Diseases 

..  20 

15 

35 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

0 

0 

0 

37 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

38 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

39 

Polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

. 253 

200 

453 

Transferable  Deaths. — 127  deaths  occurred 

outside  the  District, 

i.e.. 

being  persons 

belonging 

to  this  District,  and  are 

included  in 

the  total 

number  of 

deaths. 

453  stated 

above. 

10  deaths  occurred  within 

the  District 

among  persons  belonging 

to 

other  dist- 

ricts. 

These  have  been  transferred 

to  the  Districts  concerned,  and 

are 

not 

included  in 

the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Neath  Rural  Council. 


Analysis  of  Mortality  showing  Age  Distribution. 


Parish. 

Under 

1 Year 

1—2 

Years 

2—5 

Years 

5—15 

Years 

15—2^ 

Years 

25—45 

Years 

45—65 

Years 

65 

up’ As. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

m: 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Baglan  Higher  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Blaengwrach  

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

2 

0 

Blaenhonddan  

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

2 

11 

12 

Cl3me  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Coedffranc 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

8 

3 

14 

8 

32 

20 

Dyffryn  Clydach  

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

14 

Dylais  Higher  

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

5 

6 

9 

5 

10 

14 

Dylais  Lower  

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

X. 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Michaelstone  Higher 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

6 

4 

5 

2 

Neath  Higher  

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

17 

7 

15 

7 

Neath  Lower  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Resolven  

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

4 

7 

9 

Rhigos 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

4 

3 

Tonna 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

5 

1 

6 

Totals 

22 

23 

2 

1 

2 

4 

7 

3 

9 

11 

34 

22 

78 

44 

100 

91 

‘i  r 
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The  number  of 

Deaths  and  Death-rate  since  1921  for 

the  District  are  shown 

in  the 

following  Table  : — 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate 

1921 

542 

11.2 

1922 

491 

11.6 

1923 

421 

10.8 

1924 

389 

9.8 

1925 

411 

10.2 

1926 

427 

10.5 

1927 

431 

10.5 

1928 

404 

9.6 

1929 

457 

10.8 

1930 

436 

10.3 

1931 

424 

10.5 

1932 

502 

12.4 

1933 

460 

11.3 

1934 

448 

11.0 

19.35 

433 

10.7 

1936 

446 

11.1 

1937 

455 

11.3 

1938 

453 

11.2 

Seasonable  Death-rate. — The  following  Table  gives  the 

number  of  Deaths  and 

Death- 

rate  for  each  quarter 

of  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

First  Quarter 

142 

14.0 

Second  Quarter 

114 

11.3 

Third  Quarter 

90 

8.9 

Fourth  Quarter 

107 

10.6 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  643  births  during  the  year,  and  45  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  resulting  in  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  70  per  1000  live  births. 

The  infantile  mortality  rates  in  legitimate  and  illegitimate  infants  were  69  and  90 
respectively. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year,  together  with  its  corresponding  infant  mortality  rate  for  each  year  since  1921. 


Deaths 

Rate  per 

Year 

Births 

under  1 year. 

1 ,000  Births 

1921 

1,373 

101 

73 

1922 

1,025 

92 

89 

1923 

953 

77 

80 

1924 

903 

72 

80 

1925 

907 

81 

89 

1926 

883 

79 

89 

1927 

729 

66 

91 

1928 

711 

51 

72 

1929 

695 

57 

82 

1930 

687 

46 

67 

1932 

666 

49 

73 

1931 

668 

42 

63 

1933 

636 

50 

79 

1934 

710 

45 

63 

1935 

624 

33 

53 

1936 

641 

44 

69 

1937 

643 

41 

64 

1938 

643 

45 

70 

11 
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Comparative  Table  of  Populations,  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  Death-rate,  Infant  Mortality  and 
Infant  Mortality  rate  of  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  within  the  County  of  Glamorgan: — 


District 

Population. 

Bir 

ths. 

Beat) 

^s. 

Infant  M ortality 

Number. 

Rate  per 
\QQ0pop 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Crude 
Rate  per 
mm  pop 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

Rate  per 

Thousand 

LiveBirth 

Administrative  County 

708,500 

10,921 

15.4 

8939 

12.6 

656 

60 

Urban  Districts 

529,600 

8,233 

15.5 

6886 

13.0 

511 

62 

Rural  Districts 

178,900 

2,688 

15.0 

2053 

11.5 

145 

54 

England  & Wales  

— 

15.1 

— 

11.6 

— 

53 

Urban  Districts. 

Aberdare 

43,030 

582 

13.5 

629 

14.6 

30 

51 

Barry  

35,810 

551 

15.4 

464 

13.0 

17 

31 

Bridgend 

10,560 

156 

14.8 

150 

14.2 

7 

45 

Caerphilly  

32,180 

557 

17.3 

417 

13.0 

31 

66 

Cowbridge  

1,036 

14 

13.5 

16 

15.4 

1 

71 

GeUigaer  

36,660 

685 

18.7 

447 

12.2 

38 

55 

Glyncorrwg  

9,562 

179 

18.7 

108 

11.3 

12 

67 

Llwchwr  

25,720 

386 

15.0 

290 

11.3 

22 

57 

Maesteg 

22,440 

411 

18.3 

279 

12.4 

36 

88 

Mountain  Ash  

33,700 

568 

16.8 

434 

12.9 

26 

46 

Neath  

31,480 

468 

14.9 

378 

12.0 

28 

60 

Ogmore  and  Garw  

23,860 

405 

17.0 

276 

11.6 

20 

49 

Penarth  

16,080 

202 

12.6 

189 

11.8 

11 

54 

Pontypridd  ■ 

38,610 

551 

14.3 

529 

13.7 

48 

87 

Porthcawl  

6,752 

78 

11.5 

86 

12.7 

3 

38 

Port  Talbot  

40,180 

708 

17.6 

516 

12.8 

54 

76 

Rhondda 

121,940 

1,732 

14.2 

1,678 

13.8 

121 

70 

Rural  Districts 

Cardiff  

31  900 

417 

13.1 

327 

10.3 

15 

36 

Cowbridge  

10,450 

182 

17.4 

150 

14.4 

9 

49 

Gower  

10,400 

138 

13.3 

117 

11.3 

7 

51 

Llantrisant  & Llantwit  Fadre  

24,230 

410 

16.9 

272 

11.2 

18 

44 

Neath  

40,320 

643 

15.9 

453 

11.2 

45 

70 

Penybont  

27,660 

462 

16.7 

321 

11.6 

27 

58 

Pontardawe  

33,940 

436 

12.8 

413 

12.2 

24 

55 

Deaths  from  "Principal  Epidemic’’  Diseases. — The  seven  "Principal  Epidemic’’  Diseases  accounted 


for  8 deaths: — 

Smallpox  0 

Measles  1 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Diphtheria  3 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Enteric  Fever  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years)  1 

Total  8 
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Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  Death-rate  (since  1921)  for  the  Neath  Rural  District 
(Glamorgan)  are  shown  in  the  following  Table : — 


Total 

Deaths  from 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Zymotic  Diseases 

Death-rate. 

1921 

542 

32 

0.66 

1922 

491 

24 

0.56 

1923 

421 

24 

0.62 

1924 

389 

13 

0.32 

1925 

411 

29 

0.72 

1926 

327 

20 

0.49 

1927 

431 

23 

0.56 

1928 

404 

16 

0.38 

1929 

457 

17 

0.40 

1930 

436 

14 

0.33 

1931 

424 

21 

0 52 

1932 

502 

20 

0.49 

1933 

460 

16 

0.39 

1934 

448 

11 

0.27 

1935 

433 

7 

0.17 

1936 

446 

12 

0.29 

1937 

455 

7 

0.17 

1938 

453 

8 

0.19 

Diorrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years)  Death-rates  per  1,000  Births  (since  1921)  for 
the  Neath  Rural  District  (Glamorgan)  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

Deaths  under  2 Death-rate 


T otal  years)  from  Diarrhoea  per 


Year 

Births 

& Enteritis 

1 ,000  Births 

1921 

1,373 

11 

8 00 

1922 

1,025 

4 

3 90 

1923 

935 

5 

5 24 

1924 

903 

5 

. 5 53 

1925 

907 

8 

8 82 

1926 

883 

2 

2 26 

1927 

729 

11 

15  08 

1928 

711 

5 

7.03 

1929 

695 

6 

8.63 

1930 

687 

5 

7.27 

1931 

668 

2 

2.99 

1932 

666 

6 

9.00 

1933 

636 

2 

3.14 

1934 

710 

4 

5.63 

1935 

624 

3 

4.80 

1936 

641 

3 

4.68 

1937 

643 

1 

1.55 

1938 

643 

1 

1.55 

13 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and  Case-rates 
for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year,  1938.  (England  and  Wales,  London  126, 
Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns). 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales. 

1 26  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident  pop- 
pulations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 

1931  Census)’ 

London 

Administra 

tive 

County 

Neath 

Rural 

District 

Rates  per  1 ,000  ' 

i’opulation. 

BIRTHS  : 

Live  

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

15.9 

Still  

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

0.74 

DEATHS 

All  Causes  

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

11.2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.04 

MTiooping  Cough  

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

0.07 

Influenza  

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

0.07 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

2.18 

Diphtheria 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

3.05 

Enteric  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

Erysipelas  

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

0.09 

Pneumonia 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

0.99 

Rates 

per  1 ,000 

Live  Births 

1 

1 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

53 

57 

51 

57 

70 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age  

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

1.55 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY:— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.89 

not  available 

not  available 

not  availabe 

1.55 

Others 

2.19 

3.11 

Total 

3.08 

*» 

•' 

4.66 

Rates  per  1,000  Tc 

)tal  Births 

{i.e..  Live 

and  Still). 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY:— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0.86 

not  available 

not  available 

not  available 

1.48 

Others 

2.11 

2.97 

Total  

2.97 

•• 

- 

.. 

4.45 

NOTIFICATIONS  :— 

Puerperal  Fever  

3.53 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

4.45 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

15.46 

14 
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{h)  Mortality. 

No  excessive  mortality  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

[i)  Sickness  and  Invalidity. 

No  unusual  or  excessive  sickness  or  invalidity  occurred  during  the  year  that  calls 
for  any  special  comment. 

II.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. — Diplomas  and  Certificates  of  Medical 

Nursing  and  Sanitary  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

2 (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  do  the  greatest  amount  of  work, 
but  in  emergency,  specimens  are  taken  to  the  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 

This  Department  supplies  the  Medical  Practitioners  with  outfits  for  collection  of 

specimens. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Council  provide  an  ambulance  in  their  district  for  cases  other  than  infectious 
diseases.  Infectious  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  ambulances  of  either  Port  Talbot  or 
Swansea  Isolation  Hospitals,  according  to  where  the  patient  is  to  be  admitted. 

{c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Council  have  made  provision  for  Nursing  in  the  Home  through  the  various 
Nursing  Associations  in  the  District,  whereby  they  can  be  called  upon  to  nurse  patients 

suffering  from  Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  Influenza,  Measles,  German  Measles,  and 
Encephalitis  Lethargica,  who  are  in  need  of  nursing  assistance. 

The  Council  makes  an  Annual  Subscription  of  £10  to  each  of  the  following  Associ- 
ations with  the  exception  of  Skewen  and  Neath  Abbey,  which  receives  £20. 

(i)  Resolven,  Melincourt  and  Clyne. 

{ii)  Skewen,  Neath  Abbey  and  Llandarcy. 

{in)  Bryncoch  and  Rhyddings. 

{iv)  Glyn  Neath  and  Cwmgwrach. 

{v)  Dulais  Valley. 

{d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

During  the  year,  1938,  two  new  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  were  opened, 
one  at  Seven  Sisters  by  Councillor  George  Jones,  J.P.,  and  the  other  at  Skewen  by 
Councillor  W.  P.  Jenkins,  j.p..  These  new  centres  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
and  facilitates  medical  examination  and  treatment  of  minor  ailments.  These  Centres 
are  now  being  used  not  only  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  but  also  for  Ante- 
Natal  work.  The  Centre  at  Baldwins,  Jersey  Marine,  was  discontinued  when  the  new 

Skewen  Clinic  was  opened. 
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The  existing  Centres  and  particulars  regarding  same  are  given  below : — 


Name. Situation. Nature  of  Accommodation.  By  whom  provided. 


Glynneath  

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Addoldy  Road. 

Pram  Shelter 

Waiting  Room. 

Disrobing  and  Weighing  Room. 
Medical  Officer’s  Room. 

Nurses’  Room. 

Testing  Room 

Kitchen 

Lavatories,  etc  , for  Staff  & 
Patients. 

Neath  Rural 
District  Council. 

Seven  Sisters  

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 

Mary  Street  

do. 

do. 

Skewen  

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Cefn  Park 

do. 

do. 

Resolven  

Miners’  Welfare  Hall  

Two  Rooms. 

do. 

Aberdulais 

Baptist  Chapel  Vestry  

Two  Rooms. 

do. 

EfailFach  

“Y  Gangen  Chapel” 

One  Room  {partitioned) 

do. 

OnUwyn 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall 

Three  Rooms. 

do. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  attendances  at  each  Centre  during  the  year ; 


Centre. 

Total  Attendances. 

First  T 

’ear. 

Number  who  attended  during 
the  year  and  who  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  ; — 

Children 
under  One 
year. 

Children 
One  to  Five 
years. 

Children 
under  One 
year. 

Children 
One  to  Five 
years. 

Children 
under  Oone 
year. 

Children 
One  to  Five 
years. 

Skewen  

847 

644 

121 

22 

98 

234 

Seven  Sisters  

641 

413 

75 

6 

54 

142 

Pontrhydyfen  

255 

306 

26 

3 

23 

76 

Aberdulais 

606 

698 

71 

10 

68 

132 

Resolven  

600 

435 

64 

9 

62 

136 

Glyn  Neath 

834 

573 

90 

10 

85 

175 

Baldwin’s  

15 

6 

2 

1 

10 

14 

OnUwyn 

430 

329 

50 

6 

39 

93 

Totals  

4,228 

3,404 

499 

67 

439 

1,002 
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The  number  of  notifications  of  live-births  received  from  Medical  Practitioners  and 
Midwives  during  the  year  amounted  to  620.  This  figure  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
number  of  first  visits  of  children  under  one  year  (see  table  above)  shows  that  80%  of 
the  babies  born  were  brought  to  the  clinics. 

This  figure  may  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 

Ante-Natal  Centre. 

Weekly  Sessions  are  now  held  at  four  Centres,  as  follows ; — 

1)  Health  Department,  Orchard  Street,  Neath ; 

2)  Clinic  Cefn  Parc,  Skewen ; 

3)  Clinic,  Addoldy  Road,  Glynneath ; 

4)  Clinic,  Mary  Street,  Seven  Sisters. 

This  total  attendances  during  the  year  being  : — 

{a)  Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended — 253. 

{h)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers — 646. 
as  compared  with  144  and  388  respectively  for  the  year,  1937. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital  through  the 


Department  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 

Complicated  cases  of  pregnancy  . . 27 

Home  conditions  unsuitable  for  confinement  52 

Puerperal  Fever  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — 
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Other  Facilities  under  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes. 

Arrangements  are  in  existence  for  the  treatment  of  tonsils  and  adenoids^  dental  and 
ophthalmic  cases,  by  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  a scale  of 
charges  being  fixed  between  the  two  authorities. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  was  as  follows ; — 


Tonsils  and  Adenoids  11 

Eye  Treatment  4 

Dental  Treatment  : 

(a)  Expectant  Mothers  103 

[b]  Children 37 


Cod-Liver  Oil. 

During  the  year.  Cod  Liver  Oil  was  given  in  124  instances  ; the  total  number  of 
bottles  supplied  amounting  to  301,  the  cost  of  which  at  1/6  per  bottle  being  £22jl\l6d. 
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Assisted  Milk  Scheme. 


Under  this  scheme  both  fresh  and  dried  milk  are  supplied  under  the  following 
circumstances : — 

(1)  One  pint  of  milk  per  day  to  expectant  mothers  in  the  last  three  months  of 

pregnancy. 

(2)  One  pint*  of  milk  per  day  to  nursing  mothers  for  a period  of  nine  months  when 

they  are  actually  suckling  their  children. 

(3)  One  pint  of  mUk  per  day  to  babes  (if  not  breast  fed)  and  infants  up  to  the 

age  of  five  years,  except  in  such  instances  where  there  is  more  than  one 
child  between  the  ages  of  three  and  five  years,  unless  they  be  twins,  when 
only  one  pint  of  milk  is  provided  between  them, — where  the  family  income 
comes  within  the  following  scale  : — 


Number  in 
Family. 

1  

2  

3 

4 

5 

6 and  over  

The  number  of  applications  granted 

was  as  follows  ; — 

Expectant 

Mothers. 


January  19 

February  17 

March  ....  ; 

35 

April  ' 

May  17 

June  19 

July  } 

>40 

August  > 

September  23 

October 19 

November  25 

December  25 


Scale  or  Income  after 
deducting  Rent. 
13/-  per  head. 
10/6  „ „ 

8/6  „ „ 

7/6  „ „ 

7/-  „ „ 

. 6/6  „ „ 


monthly 

in  respect  of 

fresh  milk 

during 

1938, 

Nursing 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Total. 

Cost. 

f.  s.  d. 

43 

302 

364 

140 

8 3 

46 

314 

377 

123 

6 9 

70 

637 

742 

276 

8 0 

45 

323 

385 

145 

1 6 

40 

353 

412 

151 

10  9 

83 

669 

792 

266 

7 0 

50 

337 

410 

151 

10  6 

39 

349 

407 

155 

5 3 

50 

335 

410 

153 

1 9 

41 

336 

402 

154 

9 6 

The  total  cost  of  fresh  milk  supplied  during  the  year  under  review  was  £1,717/9/3. 
In  such  cases  where  it  is  requested  dried  milk  is  supplied  instead  of  fresh  milk. 


January 
February 
March 


April 

May 

Tune 

July 


August 

September  

October 

November  

December  

The  total  cost  of  this  dried  milk  supplied  during  the  year  amounted  to  £128/10/0ti. 


No.  of  Children 

No.  of  Packets 

Cost. 

supplied. 

supplied. 

£ s.  d. 

28 

106 

8 16  8 

27 

106 

8 16  8 

j 59 

230 

19  3 4 

35 

134 

113  4 

33 

130 

10  16  8 

j 65 

260 

21  13  4 

39 

152 

12  13  4 

36 

142 

11  16  8 

37 

148 

12  6 8 

34 

134 

11  3 4 

{e)  Hospitals. 

During  the  year  under  review,  there  were  no  Public  or  Voluntary  Hospitals  within 
the  area,  but  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases  for 
institutional  treatment  to  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  by  arrangements  with  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council ; a maintenance  fee  of  six  shillings  per  case  per  day  is  charged. 

In  respect  of  Infectious  Diseases,  arrangements  are  in  existence  with  the  Borough  of 
Port  Talbot  for  their  admission  to  Hospital.  The  Neath  and  District  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  was  in  course  of  erection  during  1938  and  was  officially  opened  on  March  25th, 
1939,  by  Councillor  Clifford  Protheroe,  j.p.,  but  was  not  completely  ready  for  the  admission 
of  patients  until  May  8th,  1939. 

3 [a)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives 
Act,  1936,  and  provides  the  various  parts  of  the  area  with  the  services  of  qualified  mid- 
wifes. Re  Hospital  treatment,  etc.,  of  maternity  cases,  see  Heading — Ante-Natal  Centres. 

{h)  Institution  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

There  are  no  Institutions  provided  by  this  Council  other  than  arrangements  for  the 
admission  of  expectant  mothers  to  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital.  The  Cottage 

Homes,  Bryncoch,  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

Health  Visitors. — There  are  three  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Council  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year : — 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  : — 

First  Visits,  231.  Total  Visits,  377 

Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  of  Age : — 

First  Visits,  640.  Total  Visits,  1 .628 

Visits  to  Children,  1 to  5 years : — 

Total  Visits,  1923. 

Visits  to  investigate  Still-births  

Visits  to  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Visits  to  Tubercular  Cases  

Miscellaneous  Visits  

Total  Visits  817 


The  number  of  births  notified  to  the  Department  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 

Live  Births  620 

StiU-births 29 


Total 649 


27 

6 

270 

514 


The  births  were  notified  by  ; — 

Midwives  637 

Doctors  and  Parents  12 


Total 649 
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Infant  Life  Protection. 

No  new  case  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Medcial  Officer  during  the  year, 
for  registration  under  Infant  Life  Protection,  and  only  one  foster-parent’s  name  and  one 
foster-child’s  name  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

During  the  year  5 new  cases  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the  Glam- 
organ County  Council,  and  in  4 of  these  cases  the  necessary  appUances  were  provided. 

III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Water. 

The  main  water  supply  of  your  area  is  the  Ystradfellte  Water  Scheme.  The 
other  two  sources  of  supply  are  the  Llynfawr  Reservoir  which  belongs  to  the  Rhondda 

Urban  District  Council  and  which  supplies  265  houses  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Parish  of 
Rhigos,  and  the  private  supply  of  Mr.  D.  M.  Evans-Bevan,  in  the  Dulais  Valley  which 

supplies  196  houses. 


RAINFALL 


The  following 

1938 


monthly  rainfall  was  recorded  at  Ystradfellte  Reservoir  during  the  Year 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

August  .... 
September 
October  . .. 
November 
December 


14.39  inches. 

4.92  ., 

1.46 

.30 

5.85  ., 

6.07 

6.39  „ 

5.94  „ 

2.99  „ 

15.87  „ 

13.22  ., 

7.35  ., 


Tota? 


84.75  inches 


Extension  of  Mains  : — 

The  following  are  the  most  important  water  extensions  carried  out  during  the  year, 

1938 


Parish  of  Neath  Higher. — 3”  main  to  Welfare  Ground,  Glynneath.  Length,  40  yards. 

Parish  of  Dulais  Higher. — 3”  Main  to  Council  Houses,  Mary  Street,  Seven  Sisters. 

Length  300  yards. 

3”  Main  at  Cross  Street,  OnUwyn.  Length,  84  yards. 

3”  Main  to  Messrs.  T.  Cole’s  Houses  at  Mary  Street, 

Seven  Sisters.  Length,  140  yards. 

3”  Main  at  Railway  Terrace,  Seven  Sisters.  Length,  50  yards 
Parish  of  Tonna. — 3”  Main  to  Council  Houses  at  Tonna.  Length,  350  yards. 

Parish  of  Resolven. — 3”  Main  at  Rheola  Avenue,  Resolven.  Length,  82  yards. 

3”  Main  at  Vaughan  Avenue,  Resolven.  Length,  76  yards. 
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The  following  are  results  of  water  analyses  during  the  year  ; — 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

No. 

Source. 

Examination. 

Examination 

1 Tap,  Glynneath  Road,  Resolven 

2 Spring,  Cardonnel  Tin  Works 

3 Tap,  Glynneath  Road,  Resolven 

4 A. 

5 B. 

6 C . 

7 D. 

8 Storage  Tank,  Ystradfellte  Reservoir 

9 Tap,  Neath  Abbey 

10  Stream,  Banwen  Road,  Banwen 

1 1 Spring,  Finglass,  Banwen 

12  Spring,  Intervalley  Road,  Banwen 

13  Tap,  Glynneath  Road,  Resolven 

14  Cemetery  Road,  Glynneath 

15  Tap,  Church  Huts,  Seven  Sisters 

16  Tap,  Clifton  House,  Rhigos 

17  Dynevor  Farm,  Cilfrew 

18  Tap,  Drymma  Road,  Skewen 

19  Tap,  Brynteg  Terrace,  Seven  Sisters 

20  Angel  Hotel,  Pontneathvaughan 

21  Tap,  New  Road,  Tonmawr 

22  Tap,  Dinas  Hotel,  Pontneathvaughan. 

23  Dinas  House,  Pontneathvaughan 

24  Dinas  Hotel,  Pontneathvaughan 

25  Angel  Hotel,  Pontneathvaughan. 

26  High  Street,  Glynneath 

27  Old  Church  Huts,  Seven  Sisters 

28  Old  Church  Huts,  Seven  Sisters. 

29  Drymma  Road,  Neath  Abbey 

30  The  Bon  Cafe,  Rhigos 

31  Brynteg  Terrace,  Seven  Sisters 

32  Blaenavon  Terrace,  Tonmawr. 

33  Council  Houses,  Cilfrew. 

34  Dinas  Hotel,  Pontneathvaughan. 

35  Stop  Tap  Dinas  Hotel,  ,, 

36  Tap,  Ynisnedd  Farm,  Clyne 

37  Reservoir,  Hendrefydd 

38  Reservoir,  Onllwyn. 

39  Reservoir,  Ystradfellte 

40  Reservoir,  Pencomen 

41  Reservoir,  Pencomen 

42  Reservoir,  Onllwyn 

43  Reservoir,  Y stradfellte 

44  Reservoir,  Hendrefydd. 

45  Old  Church  Huts,  Seven  Sisters. 


Unsatisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 
Doubtful  purity. 
Unsatisf actor  . 
Contaminated . 
Fairly  satisfactory. 
Fairly  satisfactory. 
Doubtful  purity. 
Doubtful  purity 
Satisfactory. 
Moderate  purity. 
Moderate  purity. 
Doubtful  purity. 
Fairly  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory 
Fairly  satisfactory 
Moderate  purity 
Moderate  purity 
Satisfactory. 
Doubtful  purity. 
Moderate  purity. 
Unsatisfactory. 
Fairly  satisfactory. 
Moderate  purity. 
Contaminated. 
Doubtful  purity 
Moderate  purity. 
Satisfactory. 
Doubtful  purity 
Satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

U nsatisf  actory . 

Unsatisfactory. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory. 

Moderate  purity. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Moderate  purity. 

Moderate  purity. 

Satisfactory. 

Moderate  purity 

Satisfactory. 

Fairly  Satisfactory. 


Moderate  purity. 

No  evidence  of  contamination. 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


No  evidence  of  contamination. 
No  evidence  of  contamination 
Fairly  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

No  evidence  of  contamination. 
Fairly  satisfactory. 


Doubtful  purity. 
Contains  dissolved  iron 
Satisfactory. 


Contains  dissolved  zinc. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

No  evidence  of  contamination. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  various  sources  of  water-supply  together  with  tha 
number  of  houses  served  by  each  supply,  in  each  District,  Valley,  Parish  and  Ward: — 


District  (and  Parishes) 

Ystrad- 

fellte 

Water 

Scheme 

Llyn- 

fawr 

Reservoir 

Mr. 

Bevan’s 

Private 

Re- 

servoir 

Neath 

Borough 

Re- 

servoir. 

Springs 

WeUs, 

etc. 

Without 

Water 

Supply 

Total 

DULAIS  VALLEY— 

Dulais  r Crynant  Ward  

315 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

335 

Higher  < Seven  Sisters  Ward  

434 

0 

196 

0 

22 

0 

552 

t Onllwyn  Ward 

478 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

485 

Dulais  Lower  

285 

0 

0 

0 

41 

0 

326 

1,798 

NEATH  VALLEY — (Non-Tidal  Portion) 

Rhigos 

78 

265 

0 

0 

24 

0 

367 

Neath  Higher  

1074 

0 

0 

0 

63 

2 

1139 

Blaengwrach  

195 

0 

0 

0 

22 

0 

217 

Resolven  { Resolven  Ward  

676 

0 

0 

0 

26 

1 

703 

'( Cwmgwach  Ward 

235 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

242 

Neath  Lower 

99 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

113 

Clyne  

226 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

233 

3,014 

NEATH  VALLEY — {Tidal  Portion)  

Tonna 

375 

0 

0 

4 

41 

0 

420 

Blaenhonddan 

995 

0 

0 

0 

41 

0 

1036 

Dyifryn  Clydach 

505 

0 

0 

0 

33 

1 

539 

Coedffranc 

2459 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

2479 

4,474 

AFAN  VALLEY— 

Baglan  Higher  

94 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

99 

Michaelstone  Higher  

261 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

278 

377 

Totals 

8,784 

265 

196 

4 

409 

5 

9,663 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  following  works  of  sewerage  were  carried  out 
during  1938 


Dulais  Higher. — Seven  Sisters  Housing  Site  — 168  yards.  9”  diam  sewer 

365  yards.  6”  diam  sewer 
10  Manholes. 

Neath  Higher. — Glynneath. — 133  yards.  6”  diam.  sewer. 

3 Manholes. 

Tonna. — Sewer  to  Council  Housing  Site,  and  Hospital. — 365  yards.  9”  diam.  sewer. 

6 Manholes. 


Council  Housing  Site— 

- 142 

yards. 

9”  diam.  sewer. 

267 

yards. 

6”  diam.  sewers. 

8 Manholes. 
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During  1938,  all  Flusing  Tanks  used  for  the  flushing  of  the  sewer  throughout 
the  Council’s  areas,  were  re-conditioned  and  fitted  with  new  water 
seals  to  prevent  any  escape  of  sewer  gas  to  the  water  mains. 

Sewerage  Schemes. 

Rhlgos  (Hirwaun  End). — This  scheme  has  now  been  approved  of  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


Clyne,  Melincourt  and  Ynisarwed. — Schemes  for  these  districts  have  been  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration. 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. — During  the  year,  1938,  the  Vaynor  and  Penderyn  Rural 
District  Council  completed  the  work  of  sewering  that  portion  of  Pontneathvaughan  in  the 
Parish  of  Ystradf elite.  The  nuisance  caused  through  the  discharge  of  faecal  matter  and 
slop-water  has  now  ceased. 

Pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  by  coal-dust  still  continues  throughout  the  area 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  will  take  drastic  steps  to  remedy 
the  pollution  caused  through  allowing  coal-dust  to  enter  the  rivers. 
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The  following  are  the  results  of  analyses  of  sewage  and  sewage  effluents  taken  during 

1938 


Date 

Collected.  \ 

Description  of  Sample. 

Organic  Suspended 
Matter. 

Organic 

Ammonia 

to 

s 

fti'S 

s 

S s 
s 

q 8 

Nitrogen  as 
Nitrates. 

1 

Remarks 

24/1/38 

24/1/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Considerable  amount 
Small  amount. 

.24 

.10 

6.20 

Trace 

Moderate. 

24/1/38 

24/1/38 

1 Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Resolven. 

1 Large  amount. 

Fair  amount — 6.8 

.36 

.22 

8.30 

.65 

Moderate. 

24/1/38 

24/1/38 

I Crude  Sewage,  Crynant. 
Effluent,  Crynant. 

Moderate  amount. 
Trace  only. 

.02 

Nil. 

.28 

.65 

Good. 

22/2/38 

22/2/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Considerable  amount 
Trace  only 

.16 

.04 

1.76 

.92 

Good. 

22/2/38 

22/2/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Resolven. 

Considerable  amount 
Considerable  ,,  26.6 

.58 

1.08 

10.6 

1.60 

U nsatisfactory . 

11/3/38 

11/3/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Moderate  amount. 
Trace  only. 

1 

.02 

Nil. 

.56 

1.60 

Good. 

28/3/38 

28/3/38 

1 Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Re.solven. 

Considerable  amount 
Fair  amount — 14.0 

^ .85 

.58 

10.2 

.64 

U nsatisfactory . 

28/3/38 

2813138 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath 

Large  amount. 

Fair  amount — 10.0 

.68 

.50 

9.8 

.30 

Unsatisfactory. 

28/3/38 

28/3/37 

1 Crude  Sewage,  Crynant 

1 Effluent,  Crynant 

I Considerable  amount 
Small  amount. 

1 

.07 

Nil. 

.92 

1.28 

Good. 

20/4/38 

20/4/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Considerable  amount 
Appreciable  amount. 

.81 

.84 

7.50 

Trace  only. 

Unsatisfactory. 

20/4/38 

20/4/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Resolven. 

Large  amount. 
Appreciable  amount. 

.52 

.22 

6.50 



.50 

Moderate. 

20/4/38 

20/4/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Crynant. 
Effluent,  Crynant. 

Large  amount. 

Small  amount,- — 8.4 

.09 

Nil. 

2.30 

1.80 

Fairly  Good. 

18/5/38 

18/5/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Resolven. 

Considerable  amount 
Fair  amount — 9.4 

.42 

.18 

5.90 

1.20 

Moderate. 

18/5/38 

18/5/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath 

Considerable  amount 
App. amount — 12.0 

.74 

.54 

17.3 

Nil. 

Unsatisfactory. 

9/6/38 

9/6/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven 

Effluent,  Resolven. 

Large  amount 

9.3 

.47 

Nil. 

4.50 

Trace. 

Moderate. 

9/6/38 

9/6/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath 

Considerable  amount 
Small  amount — 4.0 

.38 

.34 

2.70 

1.50 

Moderate. 

13/6/37 

13/6/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Crynant 
Effluent,  Crynant. 

Large  amount. 

Small  amount. 

.08 

Nil. 

.56 

1.20 

Good. 

2/8/38 

2/8/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Considerable  amount 
Appreciable  amount. 

.28 

.04 

1.90 

.17 

Fairly  Good. 

2/8/38 

2 /8/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 

Effluent,  Resolven. 

Large  amount. 

Appreciable  amount 

.31 

Nil. 

2.30 

1.30 

Fairly  Good. 

5/10/38 

5/10/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven 

Effluent,  Resolven. 

Large  amount. 

Small  amount. 

.07 

Nil. 

.72 

1.00 

Good. 

19/10/38 

19/10/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Crynant. 
Effluent,  Crynant. 

Fair  amount. 

Trace. 

.03 

Nil. 

.16 

.35 

Good. 

19/10/38 

19/10/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glyyneath 

Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Considerable  amount 
Small  amount. 

19 

Nil. 



1.16 

.54 

Good. 

17/11/38 

17/11/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 
Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Large  amount. 

Small  amount. 

.07 

Nil. 

1.27 

.76 

Good. 

13/12/38 

13/12/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Resolven. 

Effluent,  Resolven. 

Large  amount. 

Considerable  amount 

.85 

Nil. 

2.47 

1.26  1 

Vloderate. 

29/12/38 

29/12/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Glynneath. 

Effluent,  Glynneath. 

Large  amount. 

Fair  amount. 

.18 

.17 

3.73 

.51 

Moderate. 

29/12/38 

29/12/38 

Crude  Sewage,  Crynant  | Appreciable  amount 

Effluent,  Crynant.  ] Small  amount. 

.02 

Nil. 

.40 

1.40  ' 

Good. 
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The  results  of  Trade  Effluents  are  as  follows : — 


Tin-plate  Effluents. 


Results  are  stated  in  parts  per  100,000. 


Date 

River  discharged 

A cidity  Free 

1 

Collected. 

Effluent. 

into. 

Sulphuric. 

, Sulphate. 

3rd.  February 

Clyne. 

Neath. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Analyses  of  River  Waters. 

Results  are  stated  in  parts  per  100,000. 


Date 

No.  Collected 

Description. 

Suspended  Matter. 

Dissolved 

Oxygen 

present. 

Organic 

A mmonia 

Putres'  Dissolved  Oxyg- 
cibility  gen  consumed 

1 24/10/38 

Glynneath. 

Trace. 

1.10 

.009 

Nil.  11 

2 24/10/38 

Resolven. 

Trace. 

1.06 

.010 

Nil.  1.5 

3 24/10/38 

Aberdulais. 

Trace. 

1.06 

.008 

Nil.  . .10 

1 

All  three  samples  were  satisfactory,  they  were  non-putrescible  and  well  saturated 
with  dissolved  oxygen. 


(4)  Closet  Accommodation. — The  number  of  conversions  to  the  water-carriage  system 
during  recent  years  is  given  in  the  table  below,  in  Parish  Order : — 


Parish. 

1920-9 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Dulais  Valley  ; — 

1 Onllwyn  Ward 

68 

' 0 

0 

11 

182 

13 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Dulais  Higher  ! S.  Sisters  Ward 

0 

0 

0 

6 

37 

10 

4 

2 

0 

0 

> Crynant  Ward 

0 

0 

0 

56 

182 

13 

5 

4 

0 

0 

Dulais  Lower  

66 

3 

0 

2 

49 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Non-Tidal  Portion  of  Neath  Valley: 

Rhigos 

54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Neath  Higher  

160 

2 

0 

0 

37 

2 

10 

22 

2 

1 

Blaengwrach  

28 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Resolven — Resolven  Ward  

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

,,  Cwmgwrach  Ward 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Neath  Lower  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clyne  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tidal  Portion  of  Valley  : 

Tonna  

206 

0 

26 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Blaenhonddan  

270 

2 

209 

50 

10 

4 

0 

2 

3 

2 

Dyffryn  Clydach  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Coedffranc  

130 

5 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

Afan  Valley  : 

Baglan  Higher  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Michaelstone  Higher  

209 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

1193 

16 

246 

130 

501 

57 

23 

39 

8 

3 
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The  following  table  gives  at  a glance  the  position  of  each  Parish  as  to  the  nature 
of  its  sanitary  circumstances. 


PARISH 

Btruct'ral 

separate 

Dw’Ui’gs 

Water 

ii^arriage 

Sy*tem 

0 Sewer 

Water 
Carriage 
System  to 
esepool 
& disused 
Pits 

Water 
Carnage 
System  to 
Rivers  & 
Streams 

Slop  VVater 

System 
only  to 
Cesspool 
& Water 
Course 

Houses 

without 

Drains 

Pails 

Privies 

Houses 

without 

Closet 

accoro- 

modation 

DULAIS  VALLEY; 

( Crynant  Ward 

335 

309 

4 

0 

10 

12 

15 

7 

Q 

Dulais  ^ Seven  Sisters  Ward 

652 

626 

2 

0 

12 

12 

19 

4 

1 

Higher  ( Onllwyn  Ward 

485 

472 

2 

0 

8 

3 

10 

1 

0 

Dulais  Lower 

326 

218 

7 

0 

23 

15 

31 

7 

0 

Total 

1798 

1688 

15 

0 

53 

42 

75 

19 

1 

NON-TIDAL  PORTION  OF  NEATH  VALLEY 

Rhigos  

367 

70 

17 

1 

206 

73 

248 

24 

7 

Neath  Higher 

1139 

953 

22 

3 

112 

49 

136 

25 

0 

Blaengwrach 

217 

148 

3 

0 

36 

30 

64 

1 

1 

Resol ven  ( Resol ven  Ward 

703 

646 

12 

0 

34 

11 

43 

2 

0 

1 Cwmgwrach  Ward 

242 

221 

2 

0 

12 

7 

18 

0 

\ 

Neath  Lower  

113 

0 

10 

0 

92 

11 

96 

7 

0 

Clyne 

233 

0 

12 

1 

219 

1 

172 

48 

0 

Total 

3014 

2038 

78 

5 

711 

182 

777 

107 

9 

TIDAL  PORTION  OF  NEATH  VALLEY  : 

Tonna 

420 

360 

15 

1 

23 

21 

39 

4 

1 

Blaenhonddan 

1036 

984 

36 

0 

84 

22 

83 

21 

2 

Dyffryn  Clydach 

539 

429 

24 

0 

48 

38 

50 

30 

5 

Coedffranc  . . 

2479 

2404 

18 

0 

36 

21 

51 

6 

0 

Total 

4474 

4087 

93 

1 

191 

102 

223 

61 

9 

AFAN  VALLEY:  

Baglan  Higher  

99 

0 

2 

0 ! 

80 

17 

80 

17 

0 

Michaelstone  Higher 

278 

226 

7 

0 

42 

3 

41 

2 

2 

Total 

377 

226 

9 

0 1 

1 

122 

20 

121 

19 

2 

Grand  Total 

9663 

8039 

195 

6 1 

1074 

346  Ill96 

206 

21 

(5)  Public  Cleansing. — 


Scavenging  of  the  Rural  District  is  carried  out  in  the  Parish  of  Coedffranc  by 
direct  labour,  but  in  all  the  other  Parishes  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  contract.  It 
can  be  stated  that  the  scavenging  throughout  the  area  has  improved  during  the  year 
collections  have  been  more  regular,  and  done  more  effectively.  But  it  must  be^  re- 
iterated that  the  dumps,  speaking  generally,  are  kept  very  badly.  These  dumps  could 
be  kept  in  such  a state  as  to  give  very  little  nuisance  if  the  Council  employed  men 
specially  for  this  work. 


(6)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

{a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections 


Nature  of  Visits.  No. 

Re  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  269 

General  District  Inspection 1005 

To  Factories  40 

„ Common  Lodging  Houses  12 

„ Workshops  and  Bakehouses  224 

„ Picture  Halls 44 

„ Barbershops  110 

„ Dairies,  Cowsheds  & MUkshops  481 

„ Stables  318 

„ Piggeries  330 
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made  during  the  year  are  given  below : — 

Nature  of  Visits.  No. 

To  Provision,  Butchers,  Fish  and  Fruit, 

and  Ice-Cream  Shops  2157 

„ Scavenging  Dumps 308 

„ Slaughter  Houses 732 

„ Public  Houses  304 

„ Urinals  359 

„ Visits  to  Owners  re  Notices  63 

Re  Rats  & Mice  82 


Total 6838 


Nature  of  Defects. 


No.  of 
Defects. 

Dwellings  Defective  walls,  floors,  troughing,  ventilation,  lighting,  etc.,  87 

Pantries  5 

Want  of  Cleanliness 9 

Dampness  . 46 

Drains  New  Drains  20 

Defective  traps,  gullies,  etc.,  28 

Choked  or  foul  drains  35 


Yards  Defective  and  Unpaved  33 

Neglect  of  Cleanliness  . . 14 

Other  nuisances  in  yards  1 


Closets  New  Pail  Closets  

Disrepair  

New  Pails  Provided  

Neglect  of  Cleanliness 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pail  Closets 

Water-Closets  Conversion  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets 


Defective  Structure  and  Fittings 

New  Pans  provided  

Choked  or  Foul  

New  Flushing  Arrangements 
Repair  of  Flushing  Arrangements 
Provision  of  New  ones 


5 

6 
8 
4 
0 
3 

22 

21 

14 

28 

48 

23 


Wash-ups Provision  of  new  Wash-ups 

Defective  traps,  connections,  etc.. 

Baths  Defective  traps,  connections,  etc.. 

Cesspools  Foul  or  defective 

Vent-Shafts  New  ones  provided  

Defective  Shafts  repaired  


Stables,  Cowsheds  and  Piggeries,  etc.,— Defective  Structure 

To  remove  manure  

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 

Provision,  Butcher,  Fish  and  Fruit,  Dairies,  Milk-Shops,  and  Ice-cream  Shops 

Barber  Shops  

Picture  HaUs  

Rats  and  Mice  

Urinals  

Refuse  Removal  


6 

3 

1 

6 

9 

16 

8 

30 

19 

7 
1 
2 

22 

8 

106 


Tot  A 


704 


lb)  Number  of  Notices  served.— 

(1)  Informal  31d 

(2)  Statutory  24 

Total  339 

(c)  Result  of  the  Service  of  above  Notices: — Informal  Notices  complied  with 277 

(2)  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  16 

Total  293 
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Shops  and  Offices. — Inspections  of  shops  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

(V)  Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  sites  in  the  area  which  are  used  for  holiday 
camping  purposes  and  no  licences  for  camping  sites  have  been  issued  under  section  269 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

At  Hirwaun  in  the  Parish  of  Rhigos,  a number  of  dilapidated  vans  and  sheds  are 
used  for  living  purposes  by  persons  of  the  gipsy  or  hawker  classes.  Summonses  wera 
taken  out  against  the  owner  and  occupiers  of  the  site  during  May,  1939 — the  owner  being 
ordered  to  abate  the  nuisance. 


(VI)  Smoke  Abatement. — Considerable  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  by  tha 
Council  to  rectify  the  nuisance  of  grit  emanating  from  the  Aberpergwm  Power  Staa'<. 
Numerous  visits  and  analyses  have  been  made  to  ascertain  as  to  what  extent  the  g 't 
nuisance  had  been  diminished  through  the  efforts  of  the  Amalgamated  Anthracite  Collie''y 
Company  by  the  construction  of  Grit  Arresting  Chambers. 

A large  amount  of  grit  has  been  arrested  in  this  manner,  but  the  improvement  made 
is  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Air  Pollution 
Committee. 

I desire  to  record  the  assistance  which  I have  obtained  from  Dr.  Monkhouse,  the 
Ministry’s  Inspector  of  Alkali  Works,  and  it  may  also  be  stated  that  the  CoUiery  Company 
appreciated  his  expert  advice  as  to  ways  and  means  of  improving  conditions  in  this  part 
of  your  area.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  shortly  the  Company,  upon  Dr.  Monkhouse’s 
advice,  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  reduce  the  nuisance  to  a minimum. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  is  one  Public  Swimming  Bath  at  Seven  Sisters, 
in  the  Dulais  VaUey,  at  which  a mechanical  chlorination  plant  is  installed. 


Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

(1)  Houses  Disinfested. 

{a)  Council  Houses  2 

{b)  Slum  Clearance  and  Unassisted  Houses Nil. 

(c)  Private  Enterprise  3 


(2)  and  (3).  The  infested  houses  and  clothing  are  sprayed  with  Zaldecide,  a preparation 
of  Messrs.  Newtown  Chambers,  Sheffield. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carred  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(5)  The  tenants  are  advised  not  to  buy  second-hand  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  and 
to  adopt  cleaner  habits  so  as  to  prevent  further  infestation.  The  tenants  are  asked  to 
make  observations  after  the  houses  are  disinfested  as  to  re-infestation. 
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(5)  Schools. — The 

sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply 

of  Schools  within  the  District 

are  as  follows  : — 

School. 

Source  of  Water 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Aberdulais — Mixed 

YstradfeUte  Water  Supply. 

Water  Carriage  system  to  Sewer 

Aberdulais — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Bla  engwrach— Mixed 

do. 

dc. 

Blaengwrach — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Bryncoch  (Nonr^provided)— 

-Mixed  & Infants  do. 

do. 

Cadoxton — Junior 

do. 

do. 

Cadoxton — Senior 

do. 

do. 

Cilfrew — Junior 

do. 

do. 

Coedffranc — Boys 

do. 

do. 

Coedffranc — ^Girls 

do. 

do. 

Coedffranc — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Skewen  Lower — Boys 

do. 

eo. 

Skewen  Lower — Girls 

do. 

do. 

Clyne — Mixed 

do. 

Water-carriage  system  to  Cesspool 

Clyne — Infants. 

do. 

do. 

Crynant — Mixed 

do. 

Water-carriage  system  to  Sewer. 

Crynant — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Boys 

do. 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Girls 

do 

do. 

Glyn  Neath — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Jersey  Marine — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Jersey  Marine — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Maesmarchog — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Maesmarchog — Infants 

do 

do 

Neath  Abbey — Infants 

do 

do 

Onllwyn — Mixed 

do 

do 

Onllwyn — Infants 

do 

do 

Resolven — Boys 

do 

do 

Resolven — Girls 

do 

do 

Resolven — Infants 

do 

do. 

Rhigos — Mixed 

Llynfawr  Reservoir 

Pail  Closet. 

Rhigos — Infants 

do 

do 

Seven  Sisters — Boys 

YstradfeUte  Water  Supply 

Water  carriage  system  to  Sewer 

Seven  Sisters — Girls 

do 

do 

Seven  Sisters — Infants 

do 

do 

Tonna — Mixed 

do. 

do. 

Tonna — Infants 

do. 

do. 

Tonmawr — Mixed 

do. 

Pail  Closet 

T onmawr — Infants 

do. 

do. 
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IV.— HOUSING. 

(1)  Housing  Schemes  of  Council. 

(a)  Number  of  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  164 

(2)  By  Other  Bodies  of  Persons. 

{a)  Number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year 125 

(3)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  481 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  632 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under  sub-head  (1)  above,  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932 301 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  372 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  189 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  hab- 
itation   103 

(4)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices; — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 

the  Local  Authorities  or  their  Officers  66 


(5)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  9, 10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dweUing-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  re- 


pairs   24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

[а)  By  owners  16 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied:  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices: — 

{a)  By  Owners 0 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 0 

C.  — Proceedings  in  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:— 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  persuance  of  Demohtion  Orders  27 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fit 0 
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(a) 


ib) 

ic) 

id) 


(i)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  

(ii)  Number  of  families  in  these  houses  

(m)  Number  of  overcrowded  families  

{iv)  Number  of  persons  in  overcrowded  families  

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  the  year 
{i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

{ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  

Particulars  of  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 

the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  0 


Position  on 
31s/ Dec.  1937 


466 

605 

705 

1,006 

484 

623 

2849 

3694 

22 

64 

161 

96 

789 

435 

over 


It  will  be  noted  above  heading  (c)  [i),  that  overcrowding  has  been  relieved  in  161  cases. 


These  are  made  up  as  follows  ; — 

Relieved  by  Council  Ill  6 

Relieved  through  families  adjusting  themselves  50  90 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  overcrowding  in  the  area  in  Parish  & Ward  order  on  the  31st. 
December,  1938 : — 


PARISH 

No.  of  cases  of 
Overcrowding 
on  Dec.  31st., 
1937 

No. of  new  cases 
year  ending 
Dec.  31st., 
1938 

No.  of  cases 
which  became 
uncrowded 
during  1938 

No.  of  cases  of 
Overcrowding 
relieved  by 
the  Council 
during  1938. 

Total  No.  of 
cases  of 
Overcrowding 
on  Dec.  31st., 
1938 

Estimated  No. 

of  houses  re- 
quired to  abate 
the  over- 
crowding 

Baglan  Higher  

10 

3 

4 

9 

8 

Blaengwrach  

17 

1 

9 

9 

— 

Blaenhonddan  

56 

— 

— 

— 

56 

31 

Clyne  

21 

— 

— 

— 

21 

14 

Coedffranc 

89 

1 

13 

63 

14 

13 

Dyffryn  Clydach  

Dylais  Higher  

35 

1 

— 

— 

36 

23 

OnUwyn  Ward  

72 

— 

— 

— 

72 

50 

Seven  Sisters  Ward 

49 

13 

23 

39 



— 

Crynant  Ward  

19 

1 

— 

— 

20 

14 

Dylais  Lower 

9 

1 

1 

— 

9 

5 

MichaelstoneHigh  er 

18 

— 

— 

— 

18 

12 

Neath  Higher 

66 

— 

— 

— 

66 

42 

Neath  Lower  

Resolven 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

Resol  ven  Ward 

86 

— 

— 

— 

86 

43 

Cwmgwrach  Ward 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

9 

Rhigos 

31 

— 

— 

— 

31 

23 

Tonna 

23 

1 

. 

— 

— 

24 

14 

623 

22 

50 

Ill 

484 

306 

V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply.  During  the  year,  481  were  made  to  farms  and  dairies.  There 
are  in  the  district  153  registered  milk  producers  and  also  47  registered  milk  vendors  who 
are  retailers  only.  There  is  one  producer  only  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  in  the  dist 
rict,  and  there  are  three  producers  of  Accredited  Milk.  One  retailer  is  licenced  to  por- 
duce  Pasteurised  MUk,  whilst  four  other  retailers  are  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised  milk  within 
the  area  which  has  been  pasteurised  outside  the  area. 
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(6)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — ^There  are  within  the  district,  six  private  slaughterhouses 
situated  at  Court  Herbert,  Seven  Sisters,  Crynant,  Cwmgwrach,  Glynneath  and  Resolven. 
Regular  visits  are  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses  as  well  as  to  butchers  shops  in  the  area. 
The  following  number  of  Cattle,  etc.,  were  slaughtered  and  examined  during  the  year. 


Slaughterhouses. 

Cattle. 

Sheep  & Lambs 

1 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

SI. 

Ex. 

Court  Herbert  

1,779 

1,680 

17,674 

16,907 

9,906 

9,307 

6,480 

5,969 

Seven  Sisters  

32 

32 

270 

244 

84 

80 

40 

36 

Crynant  

6 

6 

101 

91 

38 

35 

32 

30 

Glynneath  

43 

43 

925 

825 

162 

150 

47 

37 

Resolven  

10 

10 

225 

170 

56 

48 

9 

6 

Cwmgwrach  

5 

5 

162 

131 

25 

21 

17 

13 

Totals  

1,875 

1,776 

19,357 

18,368 

10,271 

9,641 
— ^ - -— 

6,625 

6,091 

The  following  were  surrendered  at  the  various  slaughterhouses : — 


Carcases : — 


Cattle. 

Pigs. 

1 

Sheep8c 

Lambs 

Calve 

’S. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

Other 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

26 

8 

19 

5 

24 

1 

22 

Cattle. 

Pigs. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes. 

89 

11 

182 

0 

Livers  and  Lungs: — Approximately  1,412  lbs. 

The  following  were  surrendered  at  various  Shops : - 

191bs.  Potatoes ; 1 Tin  Chicken  and  Ham  Roll ; 25  Tins  Plums;  5 Tins  of  Pineapples 
1 Tin  of  Tongue ; 2 Tins  of  Condensed  Milk ; 1 bottle  of  Gooseberries ; 9 tins  of  Tom- 
atoes ; 4 Tins  of  Peas ; 1 Tin  of  Peas  , 2 Tins  of  Salmon ; 1 Tin  of  Cream,  1 Jar  of 
Marmalade;  2 Tins  of  Chunks;  1 Tin  of  Blackberries;  1 Tin  of  Peaches. 

{c)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Pood  : — These  examinations  are  carried 
out  either  at  the  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea,  or  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

{d)  Shell  fish  : — ^There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district. 
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VI.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  again  accounted  for  most  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
notified,  during  the  year.  Twenty-six  Diphtheria  and  seven  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were 
admitted  to  Hospitals,  outside  the  Council’s  area.  Facihties  are  offered  for  artificial 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  to  aU  those  who  apply  for  it.  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin 
is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  free  of  charge,  and  outfits  for  the  collection  of  swabs, 
spatum,  blood,  etc.,  are  also  provided. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  of  specimens  sent  to  the  two 
laboratories  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Number 

Sent. 

Re 

suits. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Swabs  ? Diphtheria  

840 

165 

675 

Sputum  ? T.B 

13 

2 

11 

Blood  ? Enteric  

3 

1 

2 

Faeces  ? Enteric 

17 

2 

15 

Bacillus?  Aertrycke  

1 

1 

0 

Total 

874 

171 

703 

{a)  Smallpox.  — There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  in  your  area  during  the  year. 

(6)  Scarlet  Fever. — 88  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  116 
for  the  previous  year.  65  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  lower  end  of  your  district, 
i.e.,  the  Parishes  of  Coedffranc,  Dyffryn  Clydach,  Blaenhonddan.  Two  deaths  occurred 
in  the  Parish  of  Coedffranc.  The  attack-rate  was  2.18  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and 
the  death-rate  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Diphtheria. — During  the  year,  123  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  as  compared  with 
50  for  the  previous  year.  The  greater  number  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Parishes 
of  Coedffranc  (50);  Neath  Higher  (21).  Three  cases  terminated  fatally  in  the  parishes 
of  ; — Coedffranc  (2);  Neath  Higher,  (1).  The  attack  rate  was  3.05  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  the  death-rate  0.07  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  death  occurred 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — One  case  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  Parish  of  Resolven, 
as  compared  with  4 for  the  previous  year.  This  case  was  treated  at  home  and  vision 
was  not  impaired. 


Erysipelas. — Four  cases  occurred  during  the  year  as  compared  with  six  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  attack  rate  was  0.09  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Pneumonia. — Forty  cases  occurred  during  the  year  as  compared  with  60  for  the 
previous  year.  Twenty- two  cases  terminated  fatally  as  compared  with  15  for  the  previous 
year.  The  attack  rate  was  0.99  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  death-rate  was 

0.54  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  One  of  these  cases  occurred 
in  the  Parish  of  Blaenhonddan  (Bacillus  Typhoses),  and  in  this  case  the  history  obtained 
showed  that  the  great-grandmother  of  the  patient  who  had  recently  come  to  live  at  the 
house  had  suffered  from  a fever  when  she  was  a young  woman.  Specimens  of  faeces 
and  urine  were  obtained  from  her  and  upon  examination  showed  the  presence  of  the 
Bacillus  Typhoses.  The  second  case  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Neath  Higher  (Para- 
typhoid A).  Both  these  cases  recovered.  The  attack  rate  was  0.04  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. — During  the  year,  4 cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occurred  two  in 
the  Parish  of  Coedffranc,  one  in  the  Parish  of  Blaenhonddan,  and  one  in  the  Parish  of 
Tonna. 


Three  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  one  was  treated  at  home. 
Of  the  three  cases  removed  to  hospital,  two  of  them  were  afterwards  treated  by  an 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  The  case  treated  at  home  showed  no  sign  of  paralysis. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  50  Pulmonary,  and  27  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  40  Pulmonary  and  19  Non-Pulmonary  for  the 
previous  year.  During  the  year  there  were  24  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  5 from  Non- 
Pulmonary  as  compared  with  20  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  8 from  Non-Pulmonary 
for  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis was  0.59  and  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  0.12  and  for  Tuberculosis  (all  forms), 
0.71. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  area 

during  the  year,  1938,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the 

number  of  deaths  : — 


Diseases 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

88 

7 

2 

Diphtheria  

123 

26 

3 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  2 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  

40 

0 

22 

Erysipelas  

4 

0 

0 

Acute  Paliomyelitis  

4 

3 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

The  table  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  notified  Infectious  Diseases : — 


All  U’dr  65  6* 

Diseases.  Ages  \yr  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 


Smallpox  0000000000000 

Scarlet  Fever  88  00  1 68  35  24  904  1 0 

Diphtheria 123  0 2 0 8 12  68  22  2 1 7 1 0 

Enteric  Fever  2000000010100 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 

Pneumonia  40  332127241843 

Erysipelas 40000000001  12 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  401001  1 100000 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 


34 


Number  of  Deaths. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  during  the 
year,  as  well  as  age  distribution. 


All  U’dr  65  & 

Ages  \yr  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 


Diphtheria 3000102000000 

Puerperal  Fever 1000000000100 

Pneumonia  22  21  1 000102096 

Scarlet  Fever  2000000010010 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Puerperal 
Fever,  and  Erysipelas  (per  1,000  population ) since  1921 : — 


Year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Erysipelas. 

1921 

3.30 

0.06 

2.99 

0.10 

0.06 

1922 

4.00 

0.04 

0.87 

0.09 

0.09 

1923 

4.29 

0.00 

0.59 

0.05 

0.02 

1924 

2.09 

0.00 

0.60 

0.02 

0.17 

1925 

1.87 

0.00 

0.57 

0.04 

0.09 

1926 

0.93 

0.00 

1.62 

0.00 

0.14 

1927 

1.44 

0.07 

1.39 

0.09 

0.19 

1928 

0.38 

0.04 

1.52 

0.04 

0.14 

1929 

0.61 

0.05 

1.09 

0.09 

0.14 

1930 

1.78 

0.00 

1.83 

0.09 

0.11 

1931 

0.99 

0.02 

2.26 

0.05 

0.10 

1932 

1.39 

0.00 

2.23 

0.12 

0.37 

1933 

1.47 

0.00 

0.78 

0.04 

0.17 

1934 

1.43 

0.00 

0.42 

0.09 

0.20 

1935 

0.79 

0.00 

10.3 

0.09 

0.32 

1936 

2.91 

0.00 

2.28 

0.05 

0.29 

1937 

2.89 

0.02 

1.24 

0.02 

0.15 

1938 

2.18 

0.04 

3.05 

0.07 

0.09 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Totals 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

Hospital 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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Comparative  Table  of  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  within  the  County  of  Glamorgan,  1938  : 


District. 


Urban 

Aberdare  

Barry 

Bridgend  

Caerphilly  

Cowbridge  Borough 

GeUigaer  

Glyncorrwg  

Llwchwr 

Maesteg  

Mountain  Ash 

Neath  Borough  

Ogmore  and  Garw  

Penarth  

Pontypridd  

Porthcawl  

Port  Talbot  Borough 
Rhondda  

Rural. 

Cardiff  

Cowbridge  

Gower  

Idantrisant  & Llantwit  Fardre 

NEATH  

Penybont 

Pontardawe  


Estimated 

Population 

1937 

Small- 

pox 

Searlel 

Fever 

Diph. 

tberia 

mcluding 

Mem- 

branous 

Croup 

Enteric 
Fever 
(Typhoid 
& Para 
typhoid) 

Pneu- 

monia 

Cholera 

Plague 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever 

Acute 

Polioisi- 

yelitis 

Acute 

Polio- 

Enceph- 

alitis 

Enceph- 

alitis 

Lethar- 

gica 

43,030 

0 

105 

113 

0 

49 

2 

0 

3 

35,810 

0 

132 

299 

0 

22 

0 

0 

1 

10,560 

0 

41 

16 

2 

6 

0 

1 

1 

32,180 

0 

271 

67 

0 

12 

2 

1 

0 

1,036 

0 

11 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

36,660 

0 

118 

102 

0 

8 

4 

0 

0 

9,562 

0 

17 

1 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

25,720 

0 

27 

8 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

22,440 

0 

93 

221 

0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

33,700 

0 

204 

163 

1 

77 

1 

0 

1 

31,480 

0 

63 

98 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

23,860 

0 

256 

147 

2 

41 

0 

3 

0 

16,080 

0 

53 

84 

0 

152 

3 

6 

0 

38,610 

0 

438 

109 

1 

26 

0 

0 

0 

6,752 

0 

6 

16 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

40,180 

0 

300 

74 

0 

12 

I 

1 

1 

121,940 

0 

913 

157 

0 

315 

10 

0 

0 

31,900 

0 

104 

31 

1 

20 

0 

0 

0 

10,450 

0 

33 

32 

0 

16 

0 

1 

0 

10,400 

0 

6 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

24,230 

0 

172 

46 

1 

14 

0 

0 

0 

40,320 

0 

88 

123 

2 

40 

0 

4 

0 

27,660 

0 

65 

29 

0 

22 

0 

1 

2 

33,940 

0 

193 

91 

0 

33 

1 1 

11 

0 

Typhus 

Fever 


Relap- 


Con- 

tinued 

Fever 

Dysen- 

tery 

Ophthal* 

Neonat- 

orum 

Puer- 

peral 

Pyrexia 

Erysip. 

elas 

i uberculosis 

(Primary  notifi- 
cation only) 

Malaria 

Respir- 

atory 

Other 

Forms 

12 

2 

1 

19 

63 

16 

1 

0 

1 

8 

16 

47 

21 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

15 

11 

0 

0 

2 

16 

7 

24 

14 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

6 

15 

63 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

6 

0 

0 

4 

4 

6 

37 

14 

0 

0 

2 

7 

8 

28 

24 

0 

0 

3 

18 

26 

58 

16 

0 

0 

1 

4 

10 

40 

10 

0 

0 

1 

3 

14 

23 

17 

0 

4 

3 

4 

10 

13 

11 

2 

0 

4 

6 

30 

18 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

7 

9 

SO 

13 

0 

0 

18 

34 

88 

130 

54 

0 

s 

2 

2 

8 

20 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

5 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

13 

26 

12 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

50 

27 

0 



0 

0 

6 

5 

39 

24 

0 



1 

‘ 

4 

11 

11 

1 

0 

Infectious  Diseases  Incidence — Parish  Distribution 
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2. — {a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. — Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  has  not  been 
adopted  by  the  Council  and  no  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  176  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(6)  Tuberculosis. — The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  1938 


New  Cases  (Notified) 


Puh 

nonary 

Non 

Pul 

Pulmonary 

1 

Non 

Pul 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F. 

0 

Years 

to  1 Year  

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Year 

to  5 Years  

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Years 

to  10  Years 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Years 

to  15  Years  

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Years 

to  20  Years  

4 

3 

0 

2 

3 

3 

0 

2 

20 

Years 

to  25  Years 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25 

Years 

to  35  Years 

9 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

1 

0 

35 

Years 

to  45  Years 

2 

7 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

45 

Years 

to  55  Years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

55 

Years 

to  65  Years 

1 

1 

0 

0 ' 

0 

1 

0 

0 

65 

Years 

and  upwards  

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

25 

25 

14 

13 

12 

12 

2 

3 

Deaths 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  as  9 is 

to  29. 


Of  the  9 non-notified  deaths,  5 occurred  in  Institutions. 
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Stacey  Bros.,  Printers,  Neath. 


